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SERMON XVI.

The Obfervation of the Birth of Christ,
the Duty of all Chriftians ; or the true Way
of keeping Chriftmas,

Matthew i. 21.

And flie Jliall bring forth a Son^ avd thou JJialt call his

Name Jefiis : For he JJiall favc his People from theif

Sins,

TH E celebration of the birth of Christ hath been ef-

teemed a duty by moft who profefs chriftianity. Whciv
we confider the condefcenfion and love of the Lord Jesus

Christ, in fubmitting to be bom of a virgin, a poor finful

creature ; and efpecially as he knew how he was to be treated

in this world ; that he was to be defpifed, fcofFed at, and at

laft to die a painful, fhameful, and ignominious death ; that

he fliould be treated as though he was the oiF-fcouring of all

mankind ; ufed, not like the fon of a man, and, therefore,

not at all like the Son of God ; the confideration of thefe

things fliould make us to admire the love of the Lord Jesus

Christ, who was fo willing to offer himfelf as a ranfom for

the fins of the people, that when the fulnefs of time was come,

Christ came, made of a woman, made under the law : he

came according to the eternal counfel of the P^ather ; he came,

not in glory or in fplcndor, not like him who brought all fal-

yation v/ith him : no, he was born in a ftable, and laid in a

manger; oxen were his companions. O amazing condefcen-

fion of ths Lord Jesus Christ, to ftoop to fuch low and

poor
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poor things for our fake. What love is thi^, what great and

wonderful love was here, that the ^Son of God fhould come

into our world in fo moan a condition, to deliver us from the

fin and mifcry in which we were involved by our fall in our

firft parents ! And as all that proceeded from the fprings muft

be muddy, becaufe the fountain was fo, the Lord Jesus

Christ came to take our natures upon him, to die a fhame-

ful, a painful, arid an accurftd death for our fakes ; he died

for our fin^, and to bring us to God ; he cleanfed us by his

blood from the guilt of fm, he fatished for our impcrfe£lions
;

and now, my brethren, we have accefs unto him with bold-

nefs ; he is a mediator between us and his ofti-nded Father.

Therefore, if we do but confider into what ftate, and at

how great a diftance from God we are fallen ; how vile our

natures were ; what a depravity, and how incapable to reftore

that image of God to our fouls, which we lofl: in our firft

parents : when I confider thefe things, my brethren, and that

the Lord Jesus Christ came to reftore us to that favour

with God which we had lofl:, and that Christ not only

came down with an intent to do it, but actually accomplifh-

cd all that was in his heart towards us ; that he raifed and

brought us into favour with God, that we might find kind-

nefs and mercy in his fight ; furely this calls for fome return

of thanks on our part to our dear Redeemer, for this love

and kindnefs to our fouls. How juft would it have been of

him, to have left us in that deplorable ftate wherein we, by

our guilt, had involved ourfelves? For God could not, nor

cah receive any additional good by our falvation ; but it was

love, mere lovej it was free Jove that brought the Lord
Jesus Christ into our world -about 1700 years ago. What,
fhall we not remember the birth of our Jesus r Sha(l we
yearly celebrate the birth of our temporal king, and (hall that

of the King of kings be quite forgotten ? Shall that only,

v;hich ought to be had chiefly in remembrance, be quite for-

gotten ? God forbid! No, my dear brethren, let us celebrate and

keep this fcfiival of our church, with joy in our hearts : let the

birth of a Redeemer, v/hich redeemed us from fin, from wrath,

from death, from hell, be always remembered ; may this Sa-

viour's love never be forgotten ! but may we fing forth all his

JoTc and glory as long ^s life (haU lafi |icre, and through au

er.dlefa
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endlefs eternity in the world above ! may we chaunt forth

the wonders of redeeming love, and the riches of free grace,

amidft angels and archangels, cherubim and feraphim, with-

out intcrmiffion, for ever and ever ! And as, my brethren,

the time for keeping this feftival is approaching, let us con-
fidcr our duty in the true oblervation thereof, or the ri^^ht

way for the glory of God, and the good of immortal fouls,

to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ; an event

which ought ^o be had in eternal remembrance.

It is my dcfign to lay down rules for the true keeping of

that time of Chrijlmas^ which is now approaching.

I. I ftiall (hew you when you may be faid, not to obferve

this feftival aright.

II. I ihall fnew you, when your obfervation and celebrat-

ing of this feftival is done according to the glory of God,
and to the true manner of keeping of it.

III. Shall conclude with an exhortation to all of you, hn^h

and low, rich and poor, one with another, to have a regard

to your behaviour at all times, but more crpecially, my dear

brethren, on this folemn occafton.

I. My brethren, I am to fiiew when your celebration of

this feftival is not of the right kind.

And F/r/?, you do not celebrate this aright, when you
fpend moft of your time in cards, dice, or gaming of any

fort.

This is a feafon, for which there is no more allowance for

wafting of your precious time in thofe unlawful entertain-

ments, than any other. Perfons are apt to flatter themfelves

that they are free and at liberty to fpend whole evenitigs now
at cards, at dice, or any diverfioa whatlbever, to pafs awav,

as they call it, a tedious evening. They can do any thing

now to pafs away that, which is haftening as faft as thout^ht :

time Is always upon the wing ; it is no <boner prefent but it

is paft, and no (ooiier come but it is gohe. And have we fo

much to do, and fo little time to do it in, and yet complain

of time lying heavy upon our hands ? Have we not the devil

and the beaft to get cut of our fouls r Are not our natures to

ht changed, our corruptions to be fubdued, our wills to be

brou2:ht
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brought over to God, our hard hearts to he foften^J, all old

things to be done away, and all things to become new in oiir

fouls ? Is there not ail this to be done ? And yet we have

too much time upon our hands ! It Is well, that inftead of

having too much time, it be not found that we have got too

little, when we come to die : then we (hall wifh, my bre-

thren, that we had made more account of our time^ that wo

had improved it for the glory of God, and the welfare of Our

immortal fouls.

Good God ! how amazing is the confideratlon^ that many

can go to church in the mornings and take the Sacrafncnt,

and come home and fpend the afternoon and evening in cards

:

Is this, my brethren, difcerning the LoP.d's body r Is this

taking the facfament according to its inftitution ? Is not this

a pollution thereof, and making the blood of the covenant

an unholy thing.

Therefore, thofe of you who have made this your pra£l'ice

in times paft, let m^e befeech you, in the bowels of mercy,

hot to do fo any more ; .for, indeed, it is earthly, it iS fen-

fual, it is devilifh. Confider vvhat is faid of thofe who eaC

and drink at the Lord's table unworthily, that ihey eat and

drink their own damnation : And can they, my brethren, be

faid to eat and drink any otherwife, who no fooner go from

the table of the LorD, but run to the diverfions of the devil ?

Indeed this is exceeding fmful, and difpleafing unto the

Lord ; then forbear thofe diverfions which a;e fo evil in

themfelves : O be jiot found in thofe excrcifes, and in that

pleafure, which you vVould not be found in when you come

to die. Thus, my brethren^ you fee it is not a right cele-

bration of the birth of the Lord Jesus, to fpend it in card"^,

dice, or any other diverfions, which proceed fo dire(5lly fronrs

the devil, and are deftrudive to all true goodnefs.

Secondly^ They cannot be faid truly to cclebrak this time^

who fpend their time in eating and drinking to excefs.

Thi-s ks a feafon when perfons are apt to indulge themfelves

in all rtianncr of luxury : iniquity now abounds apace ; no-

thing is fcarcely to be feen but things of the greateft extrava-^

gance imaginable ; not only for the neceiTities of the body,

but to pamper it in luft, to feed its vices, to make us go on

in fin, to be a means for gratifying our carnal appetite , and
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this is a means to make us forget the Lord of glory. Thii
makes us only fit to d5 fuch drudgery, as the dt-vil fhall fet

us about J this is only preparing ro run wherefoevcr the devil

fends: this^ LnfteLid of denying ouriclves, is indulginj^ our-

felves
J

this is aot, nor cannot be called, a celebration of tho

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we are making om-
felves worfe than the hearts that pcrifh.

I am not fpeaking ?gainft eating and drinking of the good

thing*^ of life, but agais^ft the eating and drinking of them to

excefs, becaufc, thus they unqualify us for the fervice of God ;

and to our fellow- creatures they make us unfociable, and may
occafion us to be guilty of faying and acting thofe things,

which we ihould be aftiamed to think of, if we had only eat

or drank with moderation.

Therefore, my dear brethren, let mc bcfeech yo'i to fet a

watch over yourlelves ; be careful that you do not run into

that company wnich may tempt you to evil ; for would a

man run himfelf into danger on purpofe ? Would a maa
enter himfelf into that company, where, before he goes, he"

knows he fnall be expofed to great temptations
j and therefore^

if you have any reafon to thmk that the company you are

going into will be a temptation, I befeech you, by the mer-

cies of God in Christ Jesus, that yoii would not run into

it.

How can you Ciy, " Lead us not into temptation," wheri

you are refolved to lead yourfelves into it, by running- into

the occafions of fins. You are comma»ided to keep from thd

appearance of evil 5 and do you do that, by running into the

place and company where it is like to be committed ? No-j

this is fo far from avoiding, and ftiunning it, tliat it is a

plain proof to the contrary ; therefore, if you are for obferving

this time, this fellival of our church, let it not be done by

running to excels -, for you plainly fee, that thofe who ar«

guilty thereof, cannot be faid properly to celebrate it.

Thirdly^ Kor can they, my brethren, be faid to keep, or

rightly obferve the commemoration of the birth of our Re-
deemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, who neglect their worldly

callings to follow pleafures and diverfions.

Alas 1 many, in^ead of keeping this time as it ought to be,

t\xn into fin with gr^edinefs; inflcad of devoting their time

I t«
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fo the Lord, it is only devoted to the devil and their owti

\ui\s. How many who thus mifpen^d their time, at this fl^afoHj

lay by the work of their callings for a confiderable time,

with no other view, but to follow earthly, fenfual, and de-

vililh pleafures. If they fliould go to hear a fermon, or to a

fociety, my brethren, the mouths oi' all the Plarifees at once

are open againft them, that they are not only a going to be

ruined themfelves, but are going to ruin their faniilies too
;

they think it needkTs to make fo much ado ; this is being

righteous over-much ; but you may be as wicked as you pleafe^

and they will not cry out ; however, when you are vjicked

over-muchy by ferving the devil and your own pleafures for a

week or a month together, then, my brethren, with thim you

are only taking a little recreation, fpendlng your time in in-

nocent diverfions ; no one cries out againft you, there is no

outcry that you are going to be ruined. Again, if you give

never To fmall a miatter among the poor people of God, for

their relief, then you are robbing your families, then you ar(i

going to turn madmen, and in a few days w:ll be io nv^tho-

diftically mad, that you are not fit for a polite gentlemRn*5

converfatlon ; but if you fpend one hundred times the money

in playhoufes, &c. on your lufts and pleafures, then you are

lik£d and efteemed as a good friend and companion ; but, my
dear brethren, thefe good companions in the world's account,

are never lb in the Lord Jesus Christ's. You cannot

ferve God and mammon ;
you mud either lofe your luftsj

your pleafures, and your delights, or you cannot expctSl to

jBnd favour with God ; for indeed, and indeed, the ways;

that too many follow at this time, are fniful, yea-, they are

exceeding fmful. You fee they cannot be fiid to celebrate

this holy time, who thus mifpend their precious time to the

negle£l; of their families j fuch are deftroying ihemfelves with

a witnefs.

Thus, my dear brethren, I have fnewn you who they are

who do not rightly obferve this holy feftivah

IL I come now, in the fecond place^ to fhew you, wka

they are who do rightly obferve, and truly celebrate the birth

of our Redeemer.

And I fhall fhew you who they are in two particulars, ckb-

redtly oppoHte to the others ; and then^ my brethren, taka
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your choice : you mud ehoofe the one or the other, there 19

no medium, you muft either ferve the Lord or Baal ; and,

therefore, my dear brethren, let me beg of you to con-

fider,

Fltft^ That thofc fpend their time nrighr, and truly obferve

this feftival, who Ipend their hours in reading, praying, and

religious converfation.

What can we do to employ our time to a more noble put-

pore, than reading of what our dear Redeemer has done and

fufFered ; to read, that the King of kings, and the Lord of

lords, came from his throne and took upon him the form of

the meaneft of his fervants ; and what great thnigs he under-

went. This, this is an hiilory worth reading, this is worth

employing our time about: and furely, when we read of the

fufFerings of our Saviour, it (hould excite us to prayer, that

we might have an intercft in the Lord Jesus Christ ; that

the blood which he fpilt upon mount Calvary^ and his death

and crucifixion, miglu make an atonement for our fins, that

we might be made holy ; that we might be enabled to put otr

the old man with his deeds, and put on the new man, even

the Lord Jesus Christ; that we may throw away the

heavy yoke of fin, and put on the yoke of the Lord Jesu3

Christ. Indeed, my brethren, thefe things call for prayer^

and for earneft prayer too ; and O do be earneli with God,
that you may have an intereft in this Redeemer, and that

you may put on his righteoufnefs. To that you may not come

before him in your filthy rags, nor be found not having on

the wedding garment. O do not, I befeech you, trull unto

yourfelves for juftincation i you cannot, indeed, you cannot

bejuftified by the works of the law. I irrtreat that your time

may be thus fpent ; and ifyouarein companyj let your time

be fpent in that converfation which profiteth : let it not be

about your drcffing, your plays, your profits, or your worldly

concerns, but let it be the wonders of redeeming love : O
tell, tell to each other, what great things the Lord has

done for your fouls ; declare unto one another, how you

were delivered from the hands of your common enemy, Satan,

and how the Lord has brought your feet from the clay, and

has fet them upon the rock of ages, the Lord Jesus

Christ; there, pny brethren, is no flipping; other con-

VoL. V. R verfation,

47
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vciTation, by often repeating, you become fully acquainted

with, but of Christ there is always fomething new to raife

your thoughts; you can never want matter when the love of

the Lord Jesus Christ is the fubje^l : then let Jesus be

the fubje^l, my brethren, of all your converfation.

Let your time be fpent on him : O this, this is an employ,

which if you belong to Jesus, will laft you to all eternity.

Let others enjoy their cards, their dice, and gaming hours ;

do you, my brethren, let your time be fpent in reading, pray-

ing, and religious converfation. Which will fland the trial

beft at the lalt day ? which (]o you think will bring moft

comfort, moft peace, in a dying hour ? O live and fpend your

time now, as you will wi(h to have done, when you come to

die.

Seco72dIy, Let the good things of life, you enjoy, be ufed

with moderation.

1 am not, as the fcoffers of this day tell you, againft eating

and drinking the good things of life ; no, my brethren, I am

only againtl their being ufed to an excefs ; therefore, let me
befeech you to avoid thofe great indifcretions, thofe finful

actions, which will give the enemies of God room to blaf-

pheme. Let me befeech you, to have a regard, a particular

regard to your behaviour, at this time ; for indeed the eyes

of all are upon you, and they would rejoice much to find any

reafon to complain of you. They can fay things againft us

without a caufe J
and how would they rejoice if there was

wherewith they might blame us ? Then they would triumph

and rejoice indeed ; and all your little flips, my dear brethren,

are, and would be charged upon me. O at this time, when

the eyes of fo many are upon you, be upon your guard j

and if you ufe the good things of this life with moderation,

you do then celebrate this fcftival in the manner which the

inftitution calls for.

And inftcad of running into excefs, let that money,

which you might expend to pamper your own bodies, be given

to feed the poor ; now, my brethren, is the feafon, in which

they commonly require relief; and fure you cannot a6l more

agreeable, either to the feafon, to the time, or for the glory

of God, than in relieving his poor diftrefled fervants. There-

fore,
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forej If any of you have poor friends, or acquaintance, who
are in diftrefs, I befeech you to affift them ; and not or.ly

thofe of your acquain'.ance, but the poor in general. O my
dear brethren, that will turn to a better account anoihcf

day, than all you have expended to pleafe the iufl of the

fle(h, the luft of the eye, or the pride of life. Confider,

Christ was always willing to relieve the diftrefled ; it is his

command alfo; and can you better commemorate the birth

of your king, your Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, than

in obeying one of his commands ?

Do not, my dear brethren, be forgetful of the poor of

this world; confider, if providence has fmiled upon you, and

bleiled you with abundance of the things of this life, God
calls for fome returns of gratitude from you : be ye mindful

of the poor, and when you are fo, then you may be faid to

have a true regard for that time which is now approaching ;

if you would truly obferve this fcftival, let it be done with

moderation, and a regard to the poor of this World.

Thirdly^ Let me beg of you not to alienate too much of

your time from the worldly bufinefs of this life, but have a

proper regard thereunto, and then you may be faid rightly to

obferve this feftival.

God allows none to be idle : in all ages buGnefs was com-

mended ; and therefore do not think that any feafon will

excufe us in our callings : we are not^ my brethren, to la-

hour for the things of this life inordinately, but we are to

labour for them with all moderation : we are not to negle(5l

our callings ; no^ we are to regard thofe places and ftations

of lifcj which God in his providence has thought conve-

nient for us ; and therefore, when you negled your bufmefs

to the hurt of your families, whatever pretence you thereby

make for fo doing, you are guilty of fm; you are not ading

according to the do6lrine of the gofpel, but are breaking the

commands of the Lord Jesus Christ, both according to

his word, and to his own pra6tice.

At this feftival, perfons are apt to take a little more liberty

than ufual j and if that time from our vocations is not pre-

judicial to ourfelves or families, and is fpent in the fervicc

of God, and the good of immortal fouls, then I do not

R 2 think
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think it fir.ful j but there is too much reafon to fear, that thtf

time is fpent upon our own lufts, and then it is exceeding

finful, it is againft our own fouls, and it is againfl the good

of our families, and inftead of commemorating the birth of

our dear Redeemer, we are diflvonouring him in the greateft

degree poflibly we can.

Therefore, enquire fti idly into your end and defign in fpend-

jnf your time; fee, my brethren, whether it proceeds from a

true love to your Redeemer, or whether there is not fome

worldly pleafure or advantage at the bottom : if there is, our

end is not right; but if it proceed intirely from love to him

that died, and gave himfclf for us, our a£lions will be a

proof thereof ; then our time will be fpent, not in the polite

pleafures of life, but according to the doctrines and commands

of the bleffcd Jesus ; then our converfation will be in heaven :

and O that this might be found to be the end of each of you,

who now hear me ; then we (hould truly obferve this feftival^

and have a true regard to the occafion thereof, that of

Christ's coming to redeem the fouls of thofe which were

lofK

Let me now conclude, my dear brethren, with a few

worJs of exhortation, befeeching you to think of the love of

the Lord Jesus Christ. Did Jesus come into the world

to fave us from death, and fhall we fpend no part of our

time in converfmg about our dear Jesus ; fhall we pay no

regard to the birth of him, who came to redeem us from the

vvcrfl of flavery, from that of fin, and the devil ; and fliall

this Jesus not only be born on our account, but likewife

die in our ftead, and yet ihall we be unmindful of him ?

Shall we fpend our time in thofe things which are ofFenfive

to him ? Shall we not rather do all we can to promote his

glory, and zd: according to his commands ? O my dear

brethren, be found in the ways of God ; let us not difturb

our dear Redeemer by any irregular proceedings ; and let me

befeech you to firive to love, fear, honour and obey him,

more than ever you have done yet ; let not the devil engrofs

your time, and that dear Saviour who came into the wor}d

on your accounts, have fo little. O be not fo ungrateful

to him vvho has been fo kind to you ; What could the Lord
Jesus
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Jesus Christ have done for you more than he has ? Then
do not abufe his mercy, but let your time be fpcnt in think-

ing and talking of the love of Jesus, who was incarnate for

us, who was born of a woman, and made under the law, to

redeem us from the wrath to come.

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 5cc,

R 3
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